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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 NDJAME 01477 151259Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 MCT-01 SY-05 10-13 SCS-06 CA-01 
OC-06 CCO-OO A-01 OPR-02 AID-05 PC-01 /127W 

034761 161346Z/50 

R 151230Z APR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY NDJAMENA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6832 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
DIA WASHDC 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSYPOE REVILLE 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY TEHAN 
AMEMBASSY TRIPOLI 

CONFIDENTIAL NDJAMENA 1477 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, MKPOPS, CD 

SUBJECT: ASSASSINATION ATTEMPT ON MINISTER OF JUSTICE/ 

RETURNOF HOSTAGES 

REF: NDJAMENA 1442 

1 . FRENCH AMBASSADOR HAS INFORMED ME THAT INVESTIGATION 
DETERMINED GRENADE USED IN ATTACK ON MAMAMOUD 

WAS OF FRENCH ORIGIN, OF THE TYPE RECENTLY FURNISHED 

CHADIAN ARMY. IT IS ACCORDINGLY ASSUMED THAT GRENADE 

ATTACK WAS NOT CARRIED OUT BY REBELS FROM OUTSIDE BUT 

RATHER BY SOMEONE WITHIN NDJAMENA. ATTACK COULD HAVE BEEN BY 

NORTHERNER WHO RESENTED MAHAMOUDS PRESENCE IN THE 

SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL, BY A SOUTHERNER WHO 
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PAGE 02 NDJAME 01477 151259Z 

RESENTED HIS CLOSE TIES WITH LIBYA, OR COULD HAVE 
BEEN AN ACT OF PERSONAL VENGENCE. 

2. IN OTHER REMARKS, AMBASSADOR INFORMED ME 
TWO KIDNAPPED STUDENTS (ONE FRENCH AND ONE SWISS) 

HAD BEEN RELEASED IN NIGERIA, WHERE HE SAID THEY HAD BEEN 
CAPTURED AND HELD. BRADFORD 
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